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Duty of Care Essential Information
Duty of Care is a code of practice under section 34 of the  Environmental Protection Act 1990 ( a sixty six page document)  the full document can be viewed: http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/waste/legislation/pdf/waste_man_duty_code.pdf
Under Section 33 of the EP Act, it is an offence to dispose of, treat or store controlled waste without a waste management license. Part 2 also places a duty of care on anyone who produces, imports, keeps, carries, disposes of or acts as a broker of controlled waste. 

Definition of Waste:

"Any substance or object the holder discards, intends to discard or is required to discard" is WASTE under the Waste Framework Directive (European Directive (WFD) 2006/12/EC), as amended by the new WFD (Directive 2008/98/EC, coming into force in December 2010).
Once a substance or object has become waste, it will remain waste until it has been fully recovered and no longer poses a potential threat to the environment or to human health.
From this point onwards, the waste ceases to be waste and there is no longer any reason for it to be subject to the controls and other measures required by the Directive.

Any persons collecting waste should have either a licence or licence exemption certificate for the collection of the type of waste being collected. These can be applied for from The Environment Agency.

When the waste is collected a Waste transfer note should be issued complete with the appropriate 6 digit European waste catalogue no. 

These notes should be kept for at least 2 years.

· Hazardous waste exemptions – offices and shops producing less than 200kg of waste per annum. 

· Exempt activity – spreading of treated sewage on agricultural land
· Exemptions can be given where it can be proven; there is no environmental harm.
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